
Tricky Vocabulary 
• whodunit	–	a	story	about	a	murder	in	which	the	identity	of	the	murderer	is	not	revealed	

until	the	end	
• eunuch	–	a	man	who	has	been	castrated,	especially	(in	 the	past)	one	employed	to	guard	

women’s	living	areas	or	to	serve	a	powerful	person,	such	as	an	emperor	
• poultice	–	a	soft	mass	of	material,	usually	moist	and	warm	and	infused	with	herbs	–	used	to	

reduce	soreness	or	inflammation	
• enema	–	a	procedure	during	which	liquid	or	gas	is	injected	into	the	rectum	in	order	to	expel	

its	contents	
• torpid	–	inactive,	lethargic,	sluggish	
• evacuation	of	the	bowels	–	what	happens	when	you	go	to	the	toilet	successfully!	

	

	An Ancient Whodunit  
Did Agrippina Murder Claudius? 

	

Comparison	Points	 Tacitus	says…	
yes/no/maybe	

Suetonius	says…	
yes/no/maybe	

Dio	Cassius...	
yes/no/maybe	

	

n	Agrippina	definitely	
murdered	Claudius.	
	

	 	 	
	

n	The	food-taster	(eunuch)	fed	
the	poison	to	Claudius.	
	

	 	 	
	

n	Agrippina	fed	Claudius	the	
poison.	
	

	 	 	
	

n	The	mushrooms	were	
poisoned.	
	

	 	 	
	

n	Locusta	prepared	the	poison.	
	

	 	 	
	

n	The	second	poison	was	on	
feather.	
	

	 	 	
	

n	The	second	poison	was	in	
enema.	
	

	 	 	
	

n	The	doctor	was	part	of	the	
plot.	
	

	 	 	
	

n	State	of	Claudius	(asleep,	
unconscious,	in	pain,	etc.)	
	

	 	 	
																		

	
	

What	do	you	conclude	from	the	summary	of	the	evidence	you	have	written	above?	Try	
to	write	2-3	points.	
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