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15.6 Significant individual:
Minamoto no Yoritomo

Minamoto no Yoritomo was a warrior chief of the Yamato
clan who, in 1192 CE, was named the first shogun by the
emperor. As the shogun, Yorimoto wielded huge amounts
of political and military power. He set up his own capital in
Kamakura, far to the east of the emperor’s capital in Kyoto.
In Kamakura, he would be free to rule without interference
from the emperor. He was the first in a line of shoguns who
would go on to rule Japan for the next 700 years.

The emergence of a warrior class

Until the end of the 12th century, Japan was still ruled by
the emperor and his government from the Imperial Palace
in Kyoto. At this time, the decisions made by the emperor
were very heavily influenced by members of the Fujiwara
clan (who were trusted advisors at court). However, the
emperor’s government focused almost completely on life
and affairs in the capital, and neglected to pay attention
to the provinces that surrounded them. Because of this,
from about the 10th century onwards, a new warrior class
emerged to provide order and control in the provinces
that the emperor had neglected.

By the 12th century, this new warrior class was
dominated by two great clans — the Minamoto and the
Taira. During the late 11th and early 12th centuries,
warlords from the Minamoto and Taira clans began to
participate more and more in the politics of the Imperial
Court. After two armed conflicts in Kyoto, in 1156 and
1159, the Taira succeeded in replacing the Fujiwara as the
most powerful clan in Japan.

Yoritomo’s rise to power

Yoritomo was only 12 years old at the time of the 1159
conflict, in which the Taira defeated the Minamoto. The
Minamoto clan was led by Yoritomo’s father, who was
killed in the conflict. In defeat, Yoritomo was sent into
exile in the eastern provinces of Japan by the Taira leader.
During the next 20 years, the Taira clan became very
powerful. However, like the Fujiwara clan before them,
they continued to focus on the affairs of the capital and
neglect the provinces and the needs of the new warrior
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class. Beginning in 1180, Yoritomo and other
Minamoto clan leaders decided to rise up against
the Taira clan in Kyoto. The war between the
Minamoto and the Taira lasted for five years until
Minamoto armies drove the Taira from Kyoto to
final defeat.

In 1185, Yoritomo established government at
Kamakura, a small coastal village south of modern-
day Tokyo, where the Minamoto clan had many
supporters. A few years later, in 1192, Yoritomo
received the title of shogun from the emperor.
This made him Japan’s first official shogun. The
government Yoritomo founded, which lasted
from 1185 until 1333, is known as the Kamakura
shogunate.

e © [

Source 1 Minamoto Yoritomo went into battle for
the first time at the age of 13.
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Source 2 A 20th-century artist’s impression of Minamoto Yoritomo parading through the streets after becoming shogun

Key achievements

Yoritomo had always wanted power and was jealous, suspicious
and cold-hearted, even in his own circle. He killed several family
members whom he saw as potential threats to his power. But
once in power, he proved an excellent ruler.

During the war with the Taira, Yoritomo gained growing
authority with the provinces of eastern Japan. He set up a system
of feudalism with his followers, providing them with protection
and land in exchange for their loyalty and military service.

After 1185, he received permission from the Imperial Court to
appoint his followers to govern the provinces. They were given the
job of administering and policing their provinces. They were also
given the job of managing taxes and supervising individual estates.
As a result, these lords held important military power over each
province. They became known as daimnyo.

Through these systems, the Kamakura shogunate undermined
the power and authority of the emperor and his centralised
government based in Kyoto. Before long, the Kamakura bafuku
had replaced the Imperial Court at Kyoto as the effective central
government of Japan. Yoritomo ruled from 1192 until 1199,
dying of a serious illness at the age of 52, but the feudal system
of government which he established remained in place for
seven centuries.
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Check your learning 15.6

Remember and understand

1 When did Minamoto Yoritomo become
shogun?

2 How did a new warrior class emerge
as a result of the emperor’s approach
to governing Japan?

3 What happened to Yoritomo after the
1159 conflict between the Minamoto
clan and the Taira clan, in which his
father was killed?

Apply and analyse

4 In your own words, explain what is
meant by the term ‘feudalism’. Why
do you think Minamoto no Yoritomo is
remembered today for establishing a
feudal system in Japan?

Evaluate and create

5 Write a paragraph outlining the key
reasons why Yoritomo was able to
become so powerful.
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15.7 Social groups in

shogunate Japan

Although feudalism was first introduced under the
rule of Minamoto no Yoritomo, it became even
stronger during the Tokugawa period. Feudalism in
Japan was a system for organising groups of people
within society. Like the system in place across much
of medieval Europe, feudalism in Japan classified
social groups in order of importance. Each of these
groups — from most to least important — had certain
rights (things they could expect, such as protection)
and responsibilities (work they had to perform

in return, such as military service or farming). A
person’s position in this hierarchy was determined at
birth and was strictly defined. People knew what was
expected of them and were not able to move between
social classes. There were even restrictions on the
levels of interaction allowed between certain groups.

Check your learning 15.7

Remember and understand

1 How was the feudal system organised in Japan?

2 What ‘rights’ did each daimyo receive from the
shogun, and what ‘responsibilities’ did he have
in return?

Apply and analyse

3 Why were Japanese craftspeople and merchants
seen as being lower on the social hierarchy than
peasant farmers?

Evaluate and create

4 |magine you had the opportunity to interview a
person from each of the social groups described
in this section. Write three questions for a person
in each social group that would help you to gather
information about their lives and experiences as
a member of that group.
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Source 1 The social structure of
shogunate Japan
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The emperor

The emperor of Japan was
regarded as the spiritual and
symbolic head of the country
_and descended from the gods.
From 1185 onwards, however, the
emperor had no real power and his

The shogun

The shogun was the emperor’s
leading general. Between 1185 and
1867, shoguns formed their own
governments and controlled Japan.
As well as commanding the military,
shoguns ran the everyday affairs of

Daimyo

Daimyo were regional landowners
allowed to rule provinces in return
for providing loyalty and military
support to the shogun. While the
shogun owned 25 per cent of

the land, the rest of the land was

Samurai

Samurai were warriors who swore
allegiance and loyalty to their
daimyo. They wore plain, dark
clothes bearing a clan crest so
they could be easily identified. Male
samurai wore two swords denoting

Peasants

Peasants were the largest single
group in Japanese society,
making up around 80 per cent of
the population. Most peasants
were farmers, but this group also
included woodcutters, fishermen

Craftspeople and merchants

Craftspeople were those who made
goods and tools, including sword
smiths, printers, boat builders and
carpenters. Craftspeople received
less official respect than peasants
because, according to Confucian

Outcasts

At the bottom of the social ladder
were two outcast groups — the eta
and the hinin. The eta (‘much filth’)
were involved in tasks such as
butchery, leatherwork, or burials

role was mainly ceremonial. He was

still seen as the head of state and
was expected to officially give the
shogun his title and right to rule.
The emperor lived in the Imperial
Palace in Kyoto.

the country and were responsible
for collecting taxes.

divided into 275 regions ruled by
different daimyo. The shogun’s
authority depended on the loyalty
of these daimyo. Each daimyo
controlled a private army made

up of samurai warriors that were
made available to the shogun when

their warrior status. Female samurai
would also train in martial arts such
as archery. (More information on
samurai is provided in the next
section.)

and mine workers. Unlike European
peasants, peasants in Japan were
given a higher rank than merchants
and craftspeople, because it was
believed that they performed an
essential and important role in

thought, people could live without
the goods they made. Merchants
lived by trading and transporting
goods, lending money and running
shops. They were given little
respect because it was considered

that involved the handling of dead
people or animals. The hinin (‘non-
persons’) were undesirables, such
as street-cleaners, ex-convicts and
actors.

needed. Each daimyo depended on
the loyalty of his samurai, together
with the labour, taxes and military
assistance of the peasants living in
his province, in order to hold power.

society — that is, producing food on
which everyone depended. Despite
this higher status, peasants lived a

harsh life.

that they produced nothing useful
themselves, only profited from the
hard work of others. Merchants
tended to live in the larger towns
and cities and, despite their low
status, they could be very wealthy.

chapter 15 japan under the shoguns 357


creo



	Contents
	Contents by skill
	Using Oxford Big Ideas Humanities
	PART 1 Geography
	Chapter 1 The geography toolkit
	1A What are the geographical concepts?
	1.1 Geographical concepts

	1B What are the geographical skills?
	1.2 Geographical skills
	1.3 Observe, ask questions and plan
	1.4 Collect, record, evaluate and represent data
	1.5 Analyse data and draw conclusions
	1.6 Communicate your findings
	1.7 Reflect and take action

	1C What is fieldwork?
	1.8 Fieldwork in geography


	Chapter 2 The Earth’s landscapes and landforms
	2A What are landscapes and landforms?
	2.1 The Earth’s landscapes
	2.2 The Earth’s landforms
	2.3 Valuing landscapes and landforms
	2.4 Human impacts on landscapes
	2.5 Causes of land degradation
	2A Rich task: Uluru – an iconic Australian landform


	Chapter 3 Mountain landscapes
	3A How are mountain landscapes formed?
	3.1 The world’s mountains
	3.2 How mountains are formed
	3.3 Tectonic plate boundaries
	3A Rich task: The mountains of Antarctica

	3B How are mountain landscapes used and managed?
	3.4 One landscape, many uses
	3.5 Traditional Indigenous land use and mountains
	3.6 The impacts of farming on mountain landscapes
	3.7 The impact of cattle grazing on mountain landscapes
	3.8 Protecting the mountains
	3B Rich task: Wolong National Nature Reserve, China

	3C Are mountain landscapes hazardous places?
	3.9 Mountain hazards
	3.10 Versuvius: studying a killer volcano
	3.11 Landslides
	3.12 The Tumbi Landslide, Papua New Guinea
	3C Rich task: Avalanches


	Chapter 4 Coastal landscapes
	4A How are coastal landscapes formed?
	4.1 Coastal landforms
	4.2 The power of waves
	4.3 Erosional landforms
	4.4 Depositional landforms
	4A Rich task: Mandurah, Western Australia

	4B How are coastal landscapes used and managed?
	4.5 One landscape, many uses
	4.6 Managing coastal landscapes
	4.7 The impacts of gas exploration on coastal landscapes
	4.8 The impacts of fishing on coastal landscapes – ghost nets
	4B Rich task: Gold Coast Seaway, Queensland

	4C Are coastal landscapes hazardous places?
	4.9 Coastal erosion
	4.10 Tsunamis
	4.11 Japan earthquake and tsunami (2011)
	4C Rich task: The Twelve Apostles


	Chapter 5 Cities and urban life
	5A Why do people live in cities?
	5.1 The urban explosion
	5.2 How cities are organised
	5.3 The advantages of cities
	5.4 The disadvantages of cities
	5.5 The rise of the megacity
	5.6 Urbanisation in Indonesia
	5A Rich task: Sydney – our biggest city

	5B Where do people in different countries live?
	5.7 Where Australians live
	5.8 Why Australians live where they do
	5.9 Where Americans live
	5.10 Why Americans live where they do
	5.11 Life in New York – a US megacity
	5B Rich task: The growth of Las Vegas

	5C How can we manage and plan for Australia’s urban future?
	5.12 Managing the growth of our cities
	5.13 Suburbanisation
	5.14 Urban renewal
	5.15 Decentralisation
	5C Rich task: Canberra – a planned city


	Chapter 6 Migration
	6A Why do people move?
	6.1 Explaining population movements
	6.2 Why Australians move
	6.3 Population movements in Australia
	6.4 Case study: the growth of Australian mining towns
	6.5 Population movements in China
	6.6 Case study: the growth of China’s megacities
	6A Rich task: Population movement in India

	6B How has international migration changed Australia?
	6.7 International migration to Australia
	6.8 The changing face of Australia
	6.9 Migrant communities in Australian cities
	6B Rich task: International migration and Indigenous Australians



	PART 2 History
	Chapter 7 The history toolkit
	7A What are the historical concepts?
	7.1 Historical concepts

	7B What are the historical skills?
	7.2 Historical skills
	7.3 Ask questions and conduct research
	7.4 Sequence events and use historical terms and concepts
	7.5 Use historical sources as evidence
	7.6 Analyse different perspectives and interpretations
	7.7 Communicate your findings


	Chapter 8 Introduction to the European and Mediterranean world
	8A Where and when did civilisations in the European and Mediterranean world develop?
	8.1 The where and when of the European and Mediterranean world
	8.2 The birth of the modern world in Europe

	8B What were the key features of societies in the European and Mediterranean world?
	8.3 Key features of societies across the European and Mediterranean world


	Chapter 9 The Vikings
	9A How was Viking society organised?
	9.1 The Vikings: a timeline
	9.2 Social classes and roles in Viking society
	9.3 Viking home life and work
	9.4 Viking laws and economy
	9.5 Viking beliefs and mythology
	9A Rich task: Brutal barbarians … or not?

	9B What developments led to Viking expansion?
	9.6 Viking raids
	9.7 Viking skills and achievements
	9B Rich task: Viking berserkers

	9C How did Viking conquest change societies?
	9.8 Changes within the Viking homeland
	9.9 Changes in other societies
	9.10 Significant individual: Leif Ericson
	9C Rich task: The Viking legacy


	Chapter 10 Medieval Europe
	10A How were societies in medieval Europe organised?
	10.1 Medieval Europe: a timeline
	10.2 Feudalism in medieval Europe
	10.3 The feudal manor
	10.4 Social groups in medieval society
	10.5 Daily life in medieval Europe
	10.6 Housing for the rich and poor
	10.7 The medieval castle
	10A Rich task: The achievements of medieval women

	10B Why did societies in medieval Europe change?
	10.8 New empires, kingdoms and rulers
	10.9 Significant individual: Charlemagne
	10.10 The spread of Christianity
	10B Rich task: The Battle of Hastings

	10C What developments influenced life in medieval Europe?
	10.11 Developments in architecture, literature and music
	10.12 Developments in law and order
	10.13 Developments in military and defence systems
	10.14 Developments in towns, cities and commerce
	10C Rich task: Medieval architecture and the influence of the Church

	10D How did the Black Death affect medieval Europe?
	10.15 The Black Death
	10.16 The spread of the Black Death
	10.17 Medicine at the time of the Black Death
	10.18 Seeking a cause or cure
	10.19 Short-term impacts of the Black Death
	10.20 The end of the world…
	10.21 Long-term impacts of the Black Death
	10D Rich task: The consequences of population loss


	Chapter 11 The Ottoman Empire (obook only chapter)
	11A How was society organised during the Ottoman Empire?
	11.1 The Ottoman Empire: a timeline
	11.2 The origins of the Ottoman Empire
	11.3 The rule of the sultan
	11.4 Roles in Ottoman society
	11.5 Daily life in the Ottoman Empire
	11A Rich task: A day at the Topkapi Palace

	11B What were the most significant achievements of the Ottoman Empire?
	11.6 Expansion of the Ottoman Empire
	11.7 The Ottomans and the people they conquered
	11.8 Ottoman art and architecture
	11B Rich task: Ottoman power on land and sea

	11C What challenges and developments influenced the Ottoman Empire?
	11.9 The Black Death
	11C Rich task: The consequences of population loss


	Chapter 12 Introduction to the Asia–Pacific world
	12A Where and when did civilisations in the Asia–Pacific world develop?
	12.1 The where and when of the Asia–Pacific world

	12B What were the key features of societies in the Asia–Pacific world?
	12.2 Key features of societies in the Asia–Pacific world


	Chapter 13 The Khmer Empire (obook only chapter)
	13A How did the Khmer Empire rise to power?
	13.1 The Khmer Empire: a timeline
	13.2 The importance of geography for the Khmer Empire
	13.3 Origins of the Khmer Empire
	13.4 Significant individual: Jayavarman II
	13.5 Achievements in water management
	13.6 Achievements in trade and warfare
	13.7 Achievements in temple building
	13A Rich task: Angkor Wat – the greatest temple

	13B How was society organised during the Khmer Empire?
	13.8 The structure of Khmer society
	13.9 Daily life in the Khmer Empire
	13.10 Daily life for the rich and poor
	13.11 The influence of religion on Khmer society
	13B Rich task: Understanding daily life in the Khmer Empire

	13C Why did the Khmer Empire come to an end?
	13.12 Internal challenges for the Khmer Empire
	13.13 External challenges for the Khmer Empire
	13C Rich task: Conserving ancient Khmer sites


	Chapter 14 Mongol expansion (obook only chapter)
	14A How was Mongol society organised?
	14.1 Mongol expansion: a timeline
	14.2 Traditional Mongol culture and society
	14.3 Social roles in Mongol society
	14.4 Significant individual Temujin (Genghis Khan)
	14.5 The Mongol army
	14A Rich task: Naadam – ‘Three manly games’

	14B Why did the Mongols expand their territory?
	14.6 Expansion of the Mongol Empire under Genghis Khan
	14.7 Expansion of the Mongol Empire under Ogodei and his descendants
	14.8 Kublai Khan and conquests in Asia
	14.9 End of Mongol rule in Asia
	14B Rich task: The changing nature of Mongol warfare

	14C What were the consequences of Mongol expansion?
	14.10 The impact of expansion on traditional Mongol life
	14.11 The impact of Mongol expansion on other societies
	14C Rich task: Life in China under Mongol rule


	Chapter 15 Japan under the shoguns
	15A What led to the rise of the shoguns?
	15.1 Japan under the shoguns: a timeline
	15.2 Life before the shoguns
	15.3 The rise of the emperor
	15.4 Religious beliefs
	15A Rich task: The city of Heian-Kyo

	15B How was Japanese society organised during the rule of the shoguns?
	15.5 The shogunates
	15.6 Significant individual: Minamoto no Yoritomo
	15.7 Social groups in shogunate Japan
	15.8 The life of a samurai
	15.9 Towns and castles
	15B Rich task: Comparing warrior cultures – Japanese samurai versus European knights

	15C How did Japan change during the rule of the shoguns?
	15.10 Changes to foreign policy
	15.11 Changes to cities and the environment
	15.12 Changes in arts and culture
	15.13 The end of the shogunate
	15C Rich task: The Emperor’s new clothes


	Chapter 16 The Polynesian expansion across the Pacific (obook only chapter)
	16A How did Polynesians spread across the Pacific and where did they settle?
	16.1 The Polynesian expansion across the Pacific: a timeline
	16.2 The geography of Polynesia
	16.3 Theories about Polynesian expansion
	16.4 Polynesian journeys across the Pacific
	16.5 Polynesian societies
	16A Rich task: Canoe building – a sacred skill

	16B How was Maori society organised and what was daily life like?
	16.6 Maori society
	16.7 Daily life in a Maori village
	16B Rich task: Maori warrior culture

	16C What were the most significant Maori cultural achievements?
	16.8 Managing the environment
	16.9 Maori arts
	16C Rich task: Origin myths of the Maori


	Chapter 17 Introduction to Expanding contacts: Discovery and exploration
	17A What caused societies in Europe to begin a period of discovery and exploration?
	17.1 The where and when of expanding contacts: discovery and exploration

	17B What were the key features leading to discovery and exploration?
	17.2 Key factors leading to the age of discovery and exploration


	Chapter 18 Renaissance Italy (obook only chapter)
	18A Why did the Renaissance develop?
	18.1 Renaissance Italy: a timeline
	18.2 Causes of the Renaissance
	18A Rich task: Origins of the Renaissance

	18B How was society organised during the Renaissance in Italy?
	18.3 The social structure of Renaissance Italy
	18.4 Woman and children in Renaissance Italy
	18.5 Society in Renaissance Florence
	18B Rich task: Society in Renaissance Italy

	18C What were the greatest achievements of the Renaissance and how did they influence the rest of Europe?
	18.6 Humanism
	18.7 Renaissance art
	18.8 Renaissance science and technology
	18.9 The Northern Renaissance and the Reformation
	18.10 The culture of the Northern Renaissance
	18C Rich task: Achievements of the Renaissance


	Chapter 19 The Spanish conquest of the Americas
	19A How were societies organised in the Americas before the arrival of the Spanish?
	19.1 The Spanish conquest of the Americas: a timeline
	19.2 The major civilisations of the Maya, Inca and Aztec
	19.3 Key groups in Aztec society
	19.4 Religious beliefs in Aztec society
	19.5 Life in Tenochtitlan
	19A Rich task: Life in the Aztec Empire

	19B Why did the Spanish colonise the Americas?
	19.6 The Age of Exploration begins
	19.7 The Spanish conquest of the Aztecs
	19B Rich task: Why the Spanish won

	19C What were the effects of Spanish conquest in the Americas and around the world?
	19.8 The Spanish colonisation of Mexico
	19C Rich task: Impact of the Spanish conquest of the Americas



	PART 3 Economics and business
	Chapter 20 The economics and business toolkit
	20A What are the economics and business skills?
	20.1 Economics and business skills
	20.2 Ask questions and conduct research
	20.3 Analyse and interpret sources
	20.4 Apply strategies to resolve economics and business issues
	20.5 Communicate your findings and reflect


	Chapter 21 The world of business
	21A How does innovation and entrepreneurship help a business reach its goals?
	21.1 Business goals
	21.2 Innovation and entrepreneurship
	21A Rich task: Social entrepreneurs: Thankyou

	21B What does it mean to be a responsible business?
	21.3 Responsible businesses
	21B Rich task: Socially responsible business: The Body Shop


	Chapter 22 The world of work
	22A How will the way we work affect our lives in the future?
	22.1 Why we work
	22.2 The changing work environment
	22A Rich task: Career change

	22B How and why are workplaces different around the world?
	22.3 Workers of the world
	22.4 Australian workers
	22B Rich task: Minimum wages around the globe



	PART 4 Civics and citizenship
	Chapter 23 The civics and citizenship toolkit
	23A What are the civics and citizenship skills?
	23.1 Civics and citizenship skills
	23.2 Ask questions and conduct research
	23.3 Analyse and interpret sources
	23.4 Apply strategies to resolve civics and citizenship issues
	23.5 Communicate your findings and reflect


	Chapter 24 Democracy in Australia
	24A How is Australia’s system of of democratic government shaped by constitution?
	24.1 Australia’s constitution
	24.2 Changing the constitution
	24A Rich task: A classroom constitution

	24B What are the freedoms and responsibilities of citizens in Australia’s democracy?
	24.3 The freedoms of Australian citizens
	24.4 Active participation
	24B Rich task: Petitions


	Chapter 25 Justice and the law
	25A How does Australia’s legal system protect the individual’s right to justice?
	25.1 Principles of Australia’s legal system
	25A Rich task: The code of Hammurabi

	25B How are laws made and applied in Australia?
	25.2 Statutory law
	25.3 Common law
	25.4 Different types of law
	25B Rich task: School bullying



	Glossary: Geography
	Glossary: History
	Glossary: Economics and business
	Glossary: Civics and citizenship
	Index
	Acknowledgements



